
 
She has a story to tell… 

 
“I have to exert extra efforts and study 

hard during my training at ATI-ITCPH.” 

“Hardworking Alumna at your Service 
 in the Zamboanga Peninsula” 

 
As we walked to the hall of Brgy. Guipos, we met several men and women in the road, carrying 
different kinds of foods. They greeted us warmly and were happy to see us especially their mentor, 
Virgie M. Vicoy-Cabrera. They missed her that they hugged her so much. From the pleasantries, you 
can see the relationship that Ms. Cabrera had established with these people. 
 
So, how did the relationship start? 
 
Virgie, as she is commonly called, is an Information Officer II at the Agricultural Training Institute-
Regional Training Center in Region 9. Back in the 1990s, she was assigned to anchor a radio program 
entitled, “Masagana Farm Program”. The 30-minute program featured technologies on different 
commodities, including livestock. The segment was called “University-on-the-Air (UOA) or School-on-
the-Air (SOA)” which was well-supported by the 
Department of Agriculture, particularly Region 9. It 
was an extension strategy to disseminate information, 
reaching and educating farm families even those in 
the remote areas using radio as a tool. 
 
At that time, she was faced with a difficulty…she did 
not have any knowledge on swine production. Her 
educational background was agricultural extension 
and communication. Motivated to do her job as an 
information officer and help small farmers, she 
approached her boss, the late Rayzen P. Tolorio to 
allow her to attend a course on pig husbandry. 
Luckily, she was permitted to attend the 5th Trainors’ 
Course on Pig Husbandry in 1998. 
 
According to her, she had to exert extra efforts to cope up with the requirements of the course since 
she had no knowledge on pig husbandry. And her hard work paid off, she survived and passed the 
course. She said, “I really treasure the knowledge that I gained from ITCPH because it helps me a lot 

to be an effective/competent broadcaster and extension 
worker. For me, it is the best training that I have ever 
attended.” 
 
Armed with the “new” knowledge, skills and confidence, 
she anchored the radio program over RMN-DXPR in 
Pagadian City together with Ms. Leah Charito T. 
Tambolera from the Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist. The program was aired for four (4) 
months, 4:15-4:45 am, from Monday to Saturday. She 
also translated her manuals on pig keeping into the 
local dialect so that the farmers can understand the 
technology better. 
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Ms. Virgie Vicoy-Cabrera (in green shirt) poses with her 

University-on-the-Air participants and ATI-ITCPH staff. 

 
The UOA had around 300 enrollees all over the province of Zamboanga del Sur. It catered to all 
farmers who produce agricultural products, from crops to livestock and fisheries. After each 30-minute 
program or topic, a set of questions was given to the enrollees. Then, the local technicians were 
assigned to collect the answers. They submitted the answers in the station where a drop box was 
located. The date of submission was noted 
since rewards or prizes were given to farmers 
who submitted the answers at the earliest 
possible time.  
 
Moreover, 10 outstanding farmers were 
chosen per municipality. The criteria were 
adoption of technology, scores in the tests, 
participation, and action plan after the UOA. 
The Municipal Agriculture Office nominated 
the outstanding farmers in the municipality. 
Close monitoring of the nominees were done 
by the technicians. Notebooks were checked 
and nominees were interviewed individually. 
 
One of the outstanding pig farmers that 
benefited from the UOA was Erenea Manila. According to Ms. Manila she applied the technology that 
she learned from the radio program. At the time of the program, she had four (4) pigs. With the 
knowledge that she gained, she decided to add another four (4) animals to her piggery. However due 
to the unfavorable high cost of feeds (now) in their area, she shifted back to raising native pigs which is 
more profitable. Most of the adopters of the technology, according to Ms. Cabrera were members of the 
Rural Improvement Club (RIC) and other women’s organizations. 
 
Because of the success of her radio program at that time, Ms. Cabrera has an on-going 30-minute daily 

radio program at DXMG-FM, Ipil, 
Zamboanga Sibugay every 5:30 – 6:00 
AM. It is entitled, “KALAMBOAN SA 
KAUMAHAN” featuring technologies of 
different commodities including livestock. 
The program is still a collaborative effort 
of DA-RFU IX, Zamboanga City; 
WESMIARC, ATI-RTC IX; Office of the 
Provincial Government thru the 
Provincial Agriculturist, and DA-LGUs in 
the province of Zamboanga Sibugay. 
 
As we left the area, we can still feel the 
warmth and joy that our visit had instilled 
in the farmers’ hearts…that…they have 
seen once again the mentor who taught 
them the trades of growing pigs.  

 
CD Alexander C. Castillo talks to one of Virgie’s farmer-

beneficiaries. 
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